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The University of Dayton News Release 
Sept. 17, 1991 
Contact: Teri Rizvi 
UD GRADUATE, COLONEL WHITE TEACHER TO BE RECOGNIZED 
FOR "EXCELLENCE IN TEACHING" AWARD IN D.C. THIS WEEK 
DAYTON, Ohio -- Margaret Peters is concerned that high 
school students know so little about black history--and that the 
history in textbooks is sometimes distorted. 
So she followed the no-nonsense advice, inspired by Ralph 
Waldo Emerson, she gives her students at Colonel White High 
School: "Every generation writes its own books. The only 
purpose of books is to inspire you to think and create your own." 
A three-time University of Dayton graduate and a teacher for 
nearly three decades, Peters wrote The Ebony Book of Black 
Achievement, which contains biographical sketches of 20 
influential blacks throughout history. As the only black on a 
committee to write History of Education in Montgomery County, she 
worked to ensure that accurate information about black educators 
and students was included in the book. Last year, she pushed to 
create and teach an African-American history course at Colonel 
White High School. 
For her "commitment to promoting excellence 1n the teaching 
profession and dedication to instilling a thirst for education in 
African-American students," the National Council of Negro Women 
(NCNW) is recognizing Peters this week. 
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Margaret Peters: Page two 
On Friday, Sept. 20, she will travel to Washington, D.C., 
for the Black Family Reunion celebration where she and six other 
regional winners will be recognized as recipients of the second 
annual NCNW "Excellence in Teaching Awards." Peters was chosen 
as the winner from the Midwestern region. 
"As soon as students hear the word 'African,' they think 
'slave,'" says Peters, who is also president of the Dayton 
Chapter of the Association for the study of Afro-American Life & 
History Inc. "Africans got here before Columbus did. Egypt is 
part of Africa, and Africans were involved in the Pyramid age. 
It's hard for people to change images." 
That message ~s getting through to the ones who matter the 
most to Peters--her students. 
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In an article published in February in the school newspaper, 
Dominique Jones, now a freshman at Spellmen University, writes, 
"With her guidance, I've learned that as an African-American I am 
a descendant of many great minds, warriors, kings and queens. 
Knowing this about my ancestry, there is no doubt that I can only 
be the best." 
As a teacher, Peters enjoys making an impact on students' 
lives: "We have door signs that say, 'I touched the future. I 
am a teacher.' I think that's so true." 
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For interviews, contact Margaret Peters at 276-2107. She ~s a 
Dayton resident. 
